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December 26, 2000 


Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Sir: 

Preliminarily amend the above-identified application as follows. 
IN THE CLAIMS : 

Amend the claims as follows: 

Claim 19, line 1, delete "any of claims 1 to 18" and insert --claim 1-. 

REMARKS 

The claims have been amended, without prejudice, to correct an improper multiple 
dependency. 

An early and favorable Action on the merits is requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

NIXON & VANDERHYE P.C. 


1100 North Glebe Road, 8th Floor 
Arlington, VA 22201-4714 
Telephone: (703) 816-4091 
Facsimile: (703) 816-4100 


By: 



B.J. Sadbff 
Reg. No. 36,663 
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